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Country: Sigrra Leone

PROJECT TITLE: Development of an Independent National Public Broadcasting Service for Sierra

Leone

Award ID: 00058477

Brief Description

There is a significant role for a national broadcaster to fill. In March 2009, Sierra Leone was hit by the
biggest eruption of violence since the end of the conflict in 2002 when supporters of the two main
political parties clashed. The two parties denounced each other on their own partisan radio stations, further
inflaming the political climate. The stations which played such a large part in the violence were suspended
by Sierra Leone’s regulation institution, the Independent Media Commission. All political parties|then

signed a Joint Communique brokered by the UN condemning partisan broadcasting and supporting an

independent national broadcaster.

The Government of Sierra Leone has recognized and embraced the concept that an independent broadcast
service better serves the objectives of peace building, good governance and progress than one which is
controlled by partisan groups. Against this backdrop, the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC)
was created by law in January 2010, replacing the Sierra Leone Broadcasting Service (SLBS) and UN
Radio, as the second independent public broadcaster in Africa. This is therefore a unique and
unprecedented opportunity to qonsolidate a process that began with the establishment of UN Radip. It
offers the opportunity to empower an information hungry public by creating SLBC, a broadcast irjstitution
which is truly independent and owned by the public through public funds.

On April 1, broadcasts of SLBC started combining existing programming from SLBS and UN Ragio into
a single channel aired on UN adio and SLBS frequencies. While the full transition from SLBS, a
government-run broadcaster, into the SLBC, an independent public broadcasting corporation, may not be
achieved instantly, this is a tremendous step forward in the establishment of a broadcaster that delivers

inclusive, balanced and divers;fl programmes, a vital source of information for the Sierra Leonean public.

UN has supported the transition process and promoted the creation of the independent public broadcaster
through the provision of funds from the UN Peace Building Fund (PBF) and Delivering as One Fynd
(Da0). These funds have assisted the transition process through a provision of critically needed technical
assistance, renovation of one flpor of SLBS to prepare for the transfer of the UN Radio equipment,
provision of critical equipment, payment of severance for the terminated staff, and support to the initial
operations of SLBC including salary support to temporary SLBC staff during the transition period.

In 2011, the UN will continue to support the SLBC to establish itself as an independent public broadcaster
that contribute to enhance | peace, reconciliation, democracy, human rights, development and
empowerment of the people of Sierra Leone through high quality and impartial programmes which are
available nationwide to all sections of the population. This will be achieved through initial financial and
operational support, technical | assistance, capacity building and sponsorship of development |oriented
programmes.
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